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FROM THE BOARD ROOM
MICK O'NEILL MBE

Welcome to Oldham RLFC.

Wow, what a fantastic weekend
in Cornwall! Yeah, it's a bit of a
trek, but it was so worth it to see
such a massive turnout from all
the fans. You guys are amazing!

Great to see Jake and Steve
working hard to get George
Flanagan and Ben Blackmore in
from Bulls - it was awesome to
see them play the last couple of
games and | believe they cer-
tainly strengthen the squad.

I also want to give a shoutout
to the Pride event happening
today. These events are crucial
for making positive changes
and opening up minds. Wishing
them all the best - let’s keep
pushing for progress!

I'm especially proud that India
Willoughby is our patron. She's
not just a trailblazer but also
such a wonderful person to chat
with. We're so lucky to have her
on board.

Oh, and make sure to support
Matt Bailey's testimonial - there
are some exciting events lined

up.

Keep your eyes on social media
for all the updates. You won't
want to miss out!

This season has been nothing
short of thrilling with an amaz-
ing record, especially on the
road.

The boys are really stepping up
and doing us proud. Every play-
er who has worn the shirt this
year has been outstanding.

Let's keep the cheers, clappers
and support coming strong!

Micte ONeitt
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A better Excollont 48 /5
Keighley Cougars
for everyone.

When vou join our BetterNet, you enjoy fast, reliable
and affordable full fibre broadband, backed by
world-class service. Better yet, when you

sign up, we'll make a donatian to the
Keighley Cougars. And that means

you re giving back to your

favourite team and club

facilities for a better

fan experience.

Scan to see how hrSk
you can support

full fast fibre



CLUB UPDATE WITH

RYAN & KAUE

Welcome to Cougar Park for our
special game today marking the Pride
movement for LGBTQ+ rights and

equality.

We are always grateful for the support
our fans give to us on special events
like this. It matters a lot to both of us
for obvious reasons, and to have the
support of our Cougar family means
an awful lot.

| hope you all had an opportunity to
watch the special dance video we pro-
duced to mark Pride. Our huge thanks
to the players and staff who took part.
They were all great sports for doing
so,and shows what true decent peo-
ple they are. It can't be easy for tough
rugby players to dance around for a
video, but they did so with gusto.

The new stand is moving along. It has
been frustratingly slow progress, but
we are looking at only a matter of
weeks now until we should start to
see tangible things happening. Steve
Watkinson (Cougars C00) has been
working super hard on moving the
project along, and using some out-
of-the-box thinking to get as much
deliverables as possible within the
budget we have. We can’t wait to see
the end result.

It's great to be at home for the first
time in 6 weeks. Not only to enjoy
the fun day that is a Cougar home
match, but also for revenues. That is
the tough thing about a small league
in that 6 weeks without a home game
means 6 weeks of little if any revenue.
We need to ensure any restructures
for the leagues must ensure clubs
have regular home matches.

We're delighted to have special guests
today in our patron India Willough-
by, James Child (ex SL referee), Eden
Heath (a successful podcaster), as
well as representatives from the RFL
inclusion board.

Last week we attended the Attitude
Pride awards in London. It was a very
fancy event with lots of famous faces.
It was really thrilling to talk to stars of
the screen who knew about Keigh-
ley Cougars, and are keen to come to
games. | won't reveal names yet, but
we will be seeing some famous new
fans at Cougar Park.

The message from today: If you can
be anything in life, choose to be kind.

Happy Pride
Ryan & ke
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COACH’S CORNER

HEAD COACH MATT FOSTER

Good afternoon and welcome to
today's game against a high flying
Rochdale as our 2024 season contin-
ues into July.

| would like to welcome Gary Thorn-
ton and his players and staff to Cou-
gar Park for what promises to be an
entertaining game of rugby league.
Rochdale have been scoring some
points of late and really know how
to attack so we will need to be at our
best today.

We havnt had a home game since
Oldham at the end of May so the
boys are very much looking forward
to this game, especially after 3 con-
secutive away games amassing over
1250 miles travelled.

Since we last spoke we have had
Max Lambourne make a welcome
debut and also seen the arrival of
Ben Blackmore who adds great
punch with his carries and he is also
a very vocal player both on and off
the pitch and fits in well with the
squad.

| also welcome the news when |
heard George Flanagan was signing
permanent for our great club.

In the last couple of away games we
have been very proud of our defen

sive efforts, with a 0 against Corn-
wall and 2 of 3 tries coming from
kicks against Workington later in the
game.

We started both those games very
well and need to work on continuing
that better into the second half for a
more complete game.

Today is a special day for the club as
we celebrate inclusion for all with
our Pride day game. Atmospheres
on these days are always electric

so | hope today is no different and
you all get behind the boys and roar
them on. The boys are keen to put
on a performance for the occasion.
Look forward to hearing you all
today!

Mall

#Inthistogether

=,



SOMETHING P

HELP A FRIEND WHO MIGHT BE STRUGGLING ALONE.

Anyane can faal low, alone and sven suicidal. We can
all listen and give our mates tha suppart they need but
wvou don't naed to have all the answers. Ask your mate
totake a look at chackinwithyaurmate oo uk




OPPOSITION GUIDE

ROCHDALE HORNETS

THE rebuild at Rochdale continues
this year under coach Gary Thorn-
ton, who saw his first full season in
charge ended prematurely after nar-
rowly missing out on the play-offs.

Having retained only nine members
of his squad ahead of 2023, Thornton
has increased that marginally to 12
as he and the club look to find the
perfect blend of young local players
eager to develop their careers, and
players with the experience and
game knowledge to move them up
the table.

The incoming Martyn Ridyard, Gregg
McNally and Jordan Andrade cer-
tainly add the experience that was
lacking at certain points throughout
last season.

The club have been making steady
progress since Andy Mazey and the
new board took over ahead of the
2020 season that never was, without
ever mounting a serious promo-
tion challenge. That might still be a
couple of years off yet, but they will
certainly be challenging in the play-
offs once again.

He might be 37 years old, but Martyn
Ridyard remains one of the most
influential pivots outside of Super
League. His stats speak for them-
selves with almost 3,000 points
scored in over 300 games. With a

lot of younger players in the squad,
Ridyard's extensive experience can
only benefit those around him.
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28/01/24 []ewsbury Rams (H) PICKERSGILL GRAHAM RYDER WALKLEY DEAN MILLER
(21 m (56 10B)
11/02/24 Hunslet (A) 14-22 PICKERSGILL GRAHAM RYDER SAU WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
CCR3 omn amn (T,16)
18/02/24 Bradford Bulls [H] 16-28 PICKERSGILL GRAHAM RYDER SAU WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
1895 R3 am (36)
25/02/24 Featherstone Rovers [H] 14-58 PICKERSGILL DOWNEY RYDER GRAHAM WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
am am (e) (26)
17/03/24 Cornwall RLFC (H) 56-12 PICKERSGILL RYDER GRAHAM SAU WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
amn amn (8B)
24/03/24 Workington Town (H) 58-16 PICKERSGILL RYDER GRAHAM SAU WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
L1RO2 (2T (2T omn (1T, 96)
28/03/24 Hunslet RLFC (A) 14-42 PICKERSGILL RYDER GRAHAM SAU WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
L1RO3 amn (2T (56)
14/04/24 NW Crusaders (H) 22-6 PICKERSGILL RYDER GRAHAM SAU WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
L1ROS (em) (36)
21/04/24 Newcastle Thunder (A) B6-82 PICKERSGILL RYDER NuU SAU WALKLEY DEAN MILLER
L1ROB (1) (31 (2T (136)
28/04/24 Rochdale Hornets (A) 30-42 PICKERSGILL RYDER NuU SAU WALKLEY DEAN MILLER
L1RO7 am (31 () (78]
05/05/24 Hunslet RLFC [H] 18-26 PICKERSGILL RYDER NUU SAU WALKLEY BISHOP MILLER
L1RO8 om (21 (e)
19/05/24 NW Crusaders (A) 10-30 PICKERSGILL GRAHAM RYDER ROBSON WALKLEY THOMAS MILLER
LIRIO amn (e amn (56)
26/05/24 Oldham RLFC (H) 28-18 PICKERSGILL GRAHAM ROBSON SAU WALKLEY FARRELL MILLER
LIRN amn (em) omn
02/06/24  Midlands Hurricanes (A) 18-25 THOMAS LAMBOURNE ROBSON SAU WALKLEY FARRELL MILLER
LIR12 on an on (4G 1D6)
23/086/24 Cornwall RLFC (A) 0-26 THOMAS BLACKMORE RYDER SAU WALKLEY BISHOP MILLER
RI4 am (2T (16
30/06/24 WUrk'\ngtDn Town (A) 18-37 THOMAS BLACKMORE RYDER SAU WALKLEY BISHOP MILLER
LIRS (2m (2m (66 10G)

07/07/24 Rachdale Hornets (H)
LIR1B8

21/07/24 Oldham RLFC (A)
L1R18

28/07/24  Midlands Hurricanes (H)
LR19

04/08/24 Newcastle Thunder (H)
L1R20

11/08/24 NW Crusaders (A)
L1R22

18/08/24 Oldham RLFC (H)
L1R23

25/08/24 Hunslet RLFC (H)
L1R24

01/09/24 Rochdale Hornets (A)
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Melia Powell
Funeral Service

Established 2013

Melia Powell Funeral Service are here to support and guide
you. Caring for families of all faiths since 2013 in Sandbeds,
Keighley and the surrounding areas.

Our experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours a
day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

- 24 Hour Service - Floral Tributes

- Bereavement Advice - Memorial Masonry

- Transparent Pricing - Home Visits

- Private Chapel of Rest - Prepaid funeral plans

Sandbeds Keighley
01274 567 110 01535 280 402

Melia House, Bradford Road, 1M-115 Cavendish Street,
BD20 5LY BD213DG

meliapowellfuneralservice.co.uk

4
" Funeral Partners




NG UP:

WITH JAKE

It feels amazing to be back home
after six long weeks away. June was
pretty unpredictable, but we had
some awesome moments.

We managed to snag three vic-
tories from three games against
some really tough teams. These
wins have definitely pumped up
the boys and given us a bit of
momentum in what is a stop-start
fixture structure.

One of the highlights was seeing
our women's team play their first
game. Even though they narrowly
lost to Batley in the last minutes,
they put up an amazing fight. They
showed so much potential and
heart, and we can't wait to see how
they grow in their next matches.
It's an exciting time for the club

as we support both our men’s and
women's teams.

We're also super excited about
continuing our partnership with
Nuffield Health. This partnership is
a huge benefit to our team, giving
us access to top-notch facilities
and health resources. It's great to
have their support in keeping our
players in peak condition.

And we can't forget the big news —
George Flanagan is now with us on
a permanent deal!

With his wealth of experience, he's
going to be a fantastic addition to
the team. George brings so much
to the table, and we're looking
forward to seeing the impact he'll
make.

All'in all, June was a mix of chal-
lenges and triumphs, but it's great
to be back and ready to keep push-
ing forward.

Here's to building on our successes
and tackling the rest of the seaso

with energy and excitement!

JSate

jake@cougarmania.co.uk




CLUB TITBITS

SPONSORS EVENT A THANK YOU!

We are looking forward to July 26th A big thank you to Brad Foulds who
as we host our invitation only, spon- has been giving up his time recent-
sors event. ly to head down to training to film

training sessions.
This is a catch up evening, where we
will catch up with a few players and This is a great tool for the players to
offer some updates on the squad and  use to improve their skill.
new stand.

All invites will shortly be sent out to
player and club sponsors.

NUFFIELD HEALTH

A warm welcome to Nuffield Health
today who we are stoked to have
renewed our partnership with.

Nuffield, like us are a community
based outfit and are keen to strength-
en links with the club.

We must welcome A to hospitality
today and thank him for sending his
staff to Oldfield Primary School to
accompany Jake to deliver a Rugby
and health and fitness class.

The facility at Cottingley is fantastic
and would urge everyone grab a day
pass from the gazebo out the front
and check it out!




CLUB INDEX
SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS

@) X

THE BOARD ROOM
Mick O’'Neill MBE (Chairman), Kaue Garcia (MD), Ryan O’'Neill ([CED], Jackie

O’Neill (Director], Mike Smith (Director]).

RUGBY
Steve Watkinson (CO0), Jake Webster (DOR), Matt Foster (Head Coach),
Paul Royston (S&C), Adam Mitchell (Assistant Coach],

Craig McDowell [Assistant Coach].

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
Darran Millar (Doctor], Lyndsey Hatton (Physio],

Steph Petty (Masseur)

MEDIA TEAM
Jonny Tomes-Green (Club Photographer), Kian Parker (Match Assistant],

Brad Foulds (Match Day Videographer)

BEHIND THE SCENES

Ross Normington (Groundsman), Dave Roberts [PA Announcer),
John Pitchford (Club Histarian)

VOLUNTEERS
Tim Powell, Margaret Procotar, Dave Proctor, Stephen Artist, Sue Artist,
David Baldwin, Geoff Baxter, Ben Emmott, Alan Inman, Carol Inman, Richard
Lee, Maz Reape, Hazel Stevens, Paul Wilson, Phil Rohinson.

In memory of David Kirkley & Jeremy Crowther.




é

1. BRANDON PICKERSGILL 2. CHARLIE GRAHAM 3. ADAM RYDER 4. JUNIOR SA'U 5. BILLY
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/ALKLEY 7. JACK MILLER 8. LEWIS HATTON 9. KYLE KESIK 10. MARK IOANE
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ANNUAL PRIDE GALA

Saturday 10th'/August, 1pm to 10pm
Cougar Par Kelghley

Mari-gq-ld Addams Dragalicious Haworth Brass Band
(Starstruck)
1p|'l'l ” 5Pm Gala with music, entertainment, stalls

& youth activities.
5pm - 7pm  chillax with light music.

y Evening concert with Marigold Addams,
/pm - 10pm karaoke & D).

Refreshments SUPPORTED BY
{including veggie and vegan L
options) and bar available '

Free admission

(Recommended donation £3/person) www.keighleypride.org




Dining Packages for 2024 include a 3 course meal, post match cheese
board, premium seating in the main stand, pre and post match
interviews with the head coach, players and staff.

Enhance Your Experience

Main Match Sponsor +£250

PA Announcements throughout the day, social media recognition of
your sponsorship plus a signed & framed shirt presented to you.

Match Ball Sponsor +£150

PA Announcements throughout the day, social media recognition of
your sponsorship plus a signed match ball presented to you.

For more information or to book, please email
steven@cougarmania.co.uk




A VIEW FROM THE SIDELINE

Club phataographer Jonny Tomes-Green provides his

insights

Another year, another Pride game.

This fixture has often ended up
being one of the season high-
lights for me and expectations
are high for Sunday’s games.

That is games, plural — incredibly
excited to see a Women'’s team
fixture at the Cougar Park for the
first time in a good few years!

| was at the away fixture in Batley
a few weeks ago and was so im-
pressed with the performance of
such a newly formed team, that
was a thoroughly entertaining
game and hoping for a similar
such a fair on Sunday with a good
Cougar Park turnout down early
doors.

As far as the Men’s game is
concerned this is an absolutely
mouthwatering matchup against
Rochdale Hornets. 2nd vs 3rd in
League One, Rochdale I'm sure
will be looking to get revenge
after a game at Crown Oil Arena
that was much closer than the
scoreline suggested.

The Pride fixture has often seen
Cougars lift their levels slight-

ly and put in a performance,
including memorably in 2023
despatching Whitehaven in the
rain - expect much the same this
year, especially on the back of a
dominant 1st half against Work-
ington last week — never an easy
place to go and play but that was
by far the best 40 minutes | have
seen from this side in 2024. While
the 2nd half was nothing to write
home about it definitely shows
that there is still the potential

for much more from this squad
heading into the second half of
the year.

Here's to hoping for a great after-
noon, two successful home teams

and another fantastic party at CP!
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FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Fully Trained and
Qualified Team

24 Hour Service

Traditional &
Alrernarcive Funerals

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

Direct Cremations

Modern Care
Facilities

Private Chapel of
Rest

Serving Keighley,
Worth Valley, Craven
& Surrounding areas

"Qur Frlnﬂ'niy, Caring For Yours"

SCAN TO MEET
OUR CARING TEAM

Airedale House, Skipton Road, Utley, Keighley BD20 &DT |

01535 6940 978

T FUNERAL PLANS T20%
kg s Gelon Chanee FrewBlmanchs st (0OIAE@N Charter
Eal Conchuct Soshorky FRRSESTES T Plaeing e Latas Lite




BRANDON PICKERSGILL
CHARLIE GRAHAM
ADAM RYDER

JUNIOR SA'U

BILLY WALKLEY

IN MEMORY OF DANNY JONES

JACK MILLER

LEWIS HATTON
KYLE KESIK

MARK IOANE

ELLIS ROBSON
LACHLAN LANSKEY
DAN PARKER

ALEX BISHOP
AARON BROWN
JOSH LYNAM
OSCAR THOMAS
JORDAN SCHOFIELD
BEN STEAD

WILL MAHER

BEN DEAN

CODEY DOWNEY
MATT BAILEY
JUNIOR NUU

DEE FOGGIN-JOHNSTON
MAX LAMBOURNE
MITCH REVELL
GEORGE FLANAGAN
IZAAC FARRELL
BEN BLACKMORE

GREG MCNALLY
DAN NIXON

MYLES-DALTON HARROP

JOE HARTLEY
THOMAS BRIERLEY
MARTYN RIDYARD
LEWIS ELSE
KENNY BAKER
AIDAN RODEN
LUKE NELMES

BEN FORSTER
DUAINE STRAUGHEIR
A] BOARDMAN
MATT WILKINSON
JORDAN ANDRADE
BEN KILLAN
DEANE MEADOWS
CONNOR RATCLIFFE
TOBY BRANNAN
LUKE FORBER
KYLE HUISH
CALLUM HUGHES
JADEN DAYES
MATTY RUDD

MAX FLANAGAN

JOSEPH COOPE-FRANKLIN

BRAD BRENNAN



